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Thank you for worshiping with 
us this morning. We worship the 
living Savior, Christ Jesus, and 
desire all to come to know Him. 
These are days of salvation and we 
live anticipating His soon return.

We’re thankful for the truth 
of God’s Word and that God is 
pleased to reveal His purposes and 
plans with us. His intention is for 
us to understand His Word, and He 
has given believers the Holy Spirit. 

We want to grasp these truths 
and live in light of His Word. We 
proclaim He is the sovereign God, 
in control of everything. May we 
be faithful as we await His soon 
return.

Randall Price
Thank you to our favorite 

archeologist, Randall Price, for 
your lessons on how archeology 
reinforces the Word. We were 
blessed to see how digging up lost 
civilizations contributes to our 
understanding of the Bible.

Restraints of this World
Paul was in prison, awaiting 

his execution when he wrote:
For I am already being poured 
out as a drink offering, and 
the time of my departure 

has come. I have fought the 
good fight, I have finished the 
course, I have kept the faith; in 
the future there is laid up for 
me the crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord, the righteous 
Judge, will award to me on 
that day; and not only to me, 
but also to all who have loved 
His appearing (2 Tim. 4:6–8).
Paul was excited about being 

set free from the restraints of this 
world, and being in the presence of 
the Lord. He anticipated receiving 
the crown of righteousness. This 
wasn’t arrogance, his confidence 
came from loving and serving the 
Savior.

A day is coming when each of 
us will depart this world and meet 
Jesus face to face. If you do not 
look forward to that moment with 
joy and confidence, you can.

Come to the Lord today, 
dear one. Turn from your sin and 
believe in the Savior. He died for 
your sins so you could be forgiven 
and reconciled to God.

Then, the Spirit will teach you 
through the Scriptures how to love, 
obey, and serve Him. Please don’t 
neglect this most serious decision. 
Tomorrow may be too late.
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Set Your Mind on Things Above
Rob Jensen

Colossians 3:1-17
The book of Colossians, like 

many of Paul’s books, estab-
lishes the basis and importance 
of doctrine for the believer. Paul 
had many converts in Colossae but 
following right behind his work 
were the servants of Satan who 
caused confusion regarding God’s 
message that had been delivered 
through Paul. Some of the areas 
of confusion involved pursuit of 
false knowledge, Gnosticism, and 
Asceticism (Col. 2). It is in that 
background that Paul began his 
reminder and exhortation to the 
Church as a preventative letter to 
these false teachings.

Paul started this section with: 
“Therefore, if you have been 
raised up with Christ” (Col. 3:1). 
The word “if” would be better 
translated “since” as it indicates 
Paul’s confidence in the salvation 
of many in the Colossian church. 
“Raised up with Christ” is our 
place positionally, as Paul remind-
ed the Ephesians:

even when we were dead in 
our transgressions, [God] 
made us alive together with 
Christ (by grace you have 
been saved), and raised us up 
with Him, and seated us with 
Him in the heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus (Eph. 2:5-6). 
This brings us to the first of 

two commands in these first two 
verses: “keep seeking the things 
above” (Col. 3:1). This first com-
mand is a continuous action of 
seeking with a purpose and target. 
Salvation brings about the reality 
of being a “new creature” (2 Cor. 
5:17). We now have the Holy Spirit 
indwelling us and illuminating 
God’s Word for us. God’s Word is 
our guidebook while we are here 
on earth – it helps us to understand 
the “things above.”

The second command is in 
Col. 3:2: “Set your mind on the 
things above.” Paul commanded 
believers to have a new way of 
thinking – a new mindset.  We 

Rob and Lynn Jensen have been 
married 33 years and are the par-
ents of four grown children and 
four grandchildren.
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now think and live as those re-
leased from a life of slavery to sin 
to those who now live as slaves to 
Christ (Col. 3:3). 

These two commands, “keep 
seeking” and “set your mind on 
the things above,” create the basis 
for the instruction given in verses 
5 through 17.

Colossians 3:5-7 details some 
of the things that were normal in 
our unsaved state – “immoral-
ity, impurity, passion, evil desire, 
and greed” – all things that do 
not control us in our new lives in 
Christ. Paul wrote that we are dead 
to these things. In verses 8 and 9, 
Paul continued with the things we 
shouldn’t be doing: “anger, wrath, 
malice, and abusive speech from 
your mouth. Do not lie to one 
another.”

The focus changes from what 
we shouldn’t be doing to what we 
are to be doing because of our 
“new self” in verse 10. 

New characteristics in the life 
of the believer are listed in verses 
12-15:

a heart of compassion, kind-
ness, humility, gentleness, 
patience, bearing with one 
another, and forgiving each 
other, whoever has a com-
plaint against anyone; just as 
the Lord forgave you, so also 
should you. Beyond all these 
things put on love, which is the 
perfect bond of unity. Let the 
peace of Christ rule in your 

hearts.
Verse 16 points again to the 

importance of the Word in the life 
of the believer:

Let the word of Christ richly 
dwell within you, with all 
wisdom teaching and admon-
ishing one another with psalms 
and hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing with thankfulness in 
your hearts to God.
This verse points again to the 

importance of having our minds 
set on the things above.

As we focus on the Word of 
God, we will develop the proper 
attitude in all that we do, which 
Paul expresses in verse 17:

Whatever you do in word or 
deed, do all in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks 
through Him to God the Fa-
ther.”
So how are we doing in our 

daily walk in Christ? Are we seek-
ing and setting our mind on the 
things above? Are all our activities 
focused on bringing honor to the 
name of the Lord Jesus?

Paul expressed how he lived 
his life in Philippians 1:21: “For to 
me, to live is Christ and to die is 
gain.”
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Daddy Daughter Date Night

A Father’s Love
Gail DeRiese

See what great love the Father 
has lavished on us, that we 
should be called children of 
God (1 John 3:1). 
That was the theme of this 

year’s Daddy Daughter Date Night.  
The event was held on February 
9, 2018—blustery, snowy cold 
outside; but warm and welcoming 
within.

The Bible Learning Cen-
ter was transformed into a cozy 
restaurant environment with 40 + 
tables for two, or more, and walls 
were adorned with baby pictures 
of all of the girls and their fathers!   
Upon arrival, father and daughter 
were escorted to their reserved 
table, where they were immediate-
ly served fresh-baked dinner rolls, 
along with a drink.

Questions were placed in the 

center of the tables for the daugh-
ter to ask her father, and vice 
versa. Chatter from the questions 
among fathers and daughters filled 
our “restaurant.” All were served 
chicken cordon bleu, whipped 
potatoes, fruit skewers, topped off 
with delicious ice cream sundaes!  

Following the meal, the junior 
leaders performed an entertaining 
skit, reminding us of how deeply 
our heavenly Father loves us. 
The skit also illustrated how our 
earthly fathers show love for their 
daughters by not allowing them to 
watch certain movies, or have dis-
respectful attitudes. While the skit 
had a serious message of eternal 
value, it was all wrapped in a bow 
of fun and laughter, that only our 
dear junior leaders can provide!  

The skit was followed by an 
encouraging and impactful mes-
sage from Scott Bailey, who again 
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drew our attention to our heavenly 
Father’s amazing love for us, “in 
that while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8).   

Scott carefully explained that 
as a child of God, each of us has 
the privilege of speaking directly 
to Him through prayer, at any 
time. Filled with key verses from 
Scripture, with much salt and light, 
and a little humor, Scott’s conver-
sation with fathers and daughters 
was a timely blessing, a message of 
wisdom and hope in Jesus Christ. 
We are grateful.

The evening concluded with 
daddy and daughter(s) forming a 
team to complete six silly chal-
lenges, which provided them clues 

to locate the “imposter father” hid-
den within the baby pictures.  

A huge thank you to all of our 
church family who generously 
brought card tables to use for this 
event. Many thanks to the Girls of 
Grace class leaders, and “friends 
of Girls of Grace,” who worked 
diligently and enthusiastically, late 
into the evening, cooking, serving 
and cleaning up.

Thank you, too, to those 
prayer warriors who lifted this 
event in prayer, that our Lord 
Jesus Christ was most honored and 
glorified, and that with the convic-
tion of the Holy Spirit decisions 
to accept Jesus Christ as Lord and 
Savior were and will be made.

Church Snow Plow Safety
Please don’t drive behind, around, or in front of the 
snow plow.
The snow plow driver may not see you.

Please don’t drive in areas that have not been plowed.
Packed snow turns into ice.

Please don’t park in areas that have not been plowed.
Please do park in areas that have been plowed.

Please don’t leave your car in the lot overnight.
Call 402-483-4541 if you must leave your car overnight. We will tell you 
where to park.

Please don’t call Kevin Wheat when he’s plowing.
Distractions make plowing more difficult and dangerous.
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Church Leadership
Board of Elders
Gil Rugh, Chairman
Rob Jensen
Larry Riekenberg
Rob Schmidt
Mike Shrader
Randy Sperling
Greg Thomas

Pastoral Staff
Gil Rugh, Senior Pastor
Jeff Horn, Senior Associate Pastor
Duane Nelsen, Associate Pastor
Aaron Nicholson, Assistant Pastor
Donald Goertzen, Part-time
Curt Kuster, Part-time
Eddie Masters, Pastor Emeritus
Nick McElvain, Part-time

Support Staff
Twila Beck
Gale Engle
Rachel Gould
John Scholle
Kevin Wheat

Deacons
Jim Aust ........................... Children’s Church
Steve DeRiese ..........................Girls of Grace
Adam Flaugh ............................... Evangelism
Jonathan Goodding ................. Boys of Faith
Jeff Harford ................................. Junior High
Curt Kuster ............................... Communion
Nick McElvain .......................... High School
Galen Pfeiffer ...................................... Awana
Tom Price...............................Nursing Home
Todd Smith ............................ Sunday School

Part-Time Staff
Doug Andrews
Jerry Andrews
Stephen Bede
Madison DeRiese
Dalton Dowding
Hannah Ganshorn
Rick Gloe
Jake Krieger
Carroll Lavalleur
Sidney Marra
Dale McDaniel
Charles Muir
Carsten Scholle
Taysha Slade
Andrew Thomas
Zach Wheat

Let us be good stewards 
of the Lord’s blessings

No Food 
or Drink
in the Auditorium 

or Chapel

Church 
cancellations 
or delays will 
be posted on 
the church 
website: 
www.ihcc.org

As cold, snow, and 
ice storms move in, 
Jeff Horn and Kevin 
Wheat will try to keep 
abreast of the weather 
and road conditions.

“For while we were still 
helpless, at the right time 

Christ died for the ungodly” 
(Romans 5:6).
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Children’ Sunday School
Visit the Sunday school 
coordinator’s desk for 
class locations.

Junior High (Grades 6-8)
Studying Acts
Team Taught
Cornerstone House

Senior High (Grades 9-12)
Studying Colossians
Jeff Harford Teaching
Room 1430

Alpha Omega (18–25) 
Studying 1 Corinthians
Duane Nelsen Teaching
Room 2311

EDGE
Studying Philippians
Jimmy Pelton Teaching
Rooms 2211

Common Bonds
Studying Acts
Jim Mooberry Teaching
Room 1404

Bible Fellowship Hour
HIS
Studying Deuteronomy
Scott Bailey Teaching
Room 1423

LOGOS
Studying Second Samuel
Greg Thomas Teaching
Room 1422
 
1800 Fellowship
Studying Luke
Bill Cooley Teaching
Room 1100 (Chapel)

One Heart
Studying Matthew
Dick Bergt Teaching
Room 1112

LIFE
Studying Philippians
Jim Pelton Teaching
Room 1419

The Father Knows Best
Studying “Taking the Mys-
tery Out of Revelation”
Don Goertzen Teaching
Room 1414

Standing Firm
Studying Mark
Ed Daly Teaching
Room 1417

Classes begin at 8:45 
a.m. but everyone is 
welcome to come at 
8:30 a.m. for a cup of 
coffee and fellowship.

For more information 
about any of these 
classes, contact Duane 
Nelsen at 402-483-
4541, visit the class, or 
stop by the informa-
tion center in the south 
lobby.

Information Center
We would love to meet 
you! Please stop by and 
pick up your visitor/
newcomer gift bag. 
We’re located across 
from Sound Words.

“Therefore you have no excuse, everyone of you who 
passes judgment, for in that which you judge another, 
you condemn yourself; for you who judge practice 
the same things” (Romans 2:1).
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Family News
Death. Kristy Hattan’s father, 
Ervin E. Manske of Ceresco, died 
January 22, 2018.
Hospitalized. Dave Nicholson was 
a patient at Bryan East.
Thank You. Several weeks ago, I 
had open heart surgery, and I want 
to personally thank the church 
members who have given so much 
support in their prayers, hospital 
visits, home visits, cards, and even 
meals which were made with love 
and care, and delivered right to our 
door. The meals in particular were 
a blessing to my wife as well, as 
it made so much less of a burden 
for her while she was taking care 
of me at home, and even beyond 
when she had to return to work. I 
am doing well, getting a little bet-
ter each day, and Loree and I look 
forward to being able to return to 
church services soon. God bless 
you all—David and Loree Hegr
Phone Update. Nick & Connie 
McElvain no longer have a land 
line. Our cell numbers are: Nick, 
402-429-0220; Connie, 402-499-
1035.

Children’s Studies
Children’s Sunday School. The 
children studied Ephesians 2:11–22 
and learned about Jews and Gen-
tiles reconciled.
Children’s Church. The children 
studied Exodus 33, 34, and 40 and 
learned about God’s presence filling 

the tabernacle. The lesson goal is 
to ask God for his mercy and thank 
Him for His faithfulness.

Information
Pinewood Derby is March 3. 
Check-ins are from 8:30-10:30 
a.m.; races begin at 11:00 a.m.  
Everyone is welcome to attend and 
cheer on the racers. If you’d like to 
build a car, they are still available 
today in the south lobby.
Cookie Dough. Girls of Grace is 
selling Eileen’s cookie dough. Stop 
by the table in the south lobby to 
order your favorite cookie dough. 
Today is the last day to place an 
order. Pick up will be Wednesday, 
March 14 in the Event Kitchen.
Vacation Bible School 2018 will 
be held June 25–29. Mark your 
calendars and invite your cousins, 
friends, and neighbors.
Girls of Grace camp will be held 
May 25–28. 
Awana Cubbies needs one helper 
to work with children 3–5 years old.
Awana needs 40 margarine type 
bowls with lids for a craft in Cub-
bies. We need them by March 1. 
They can be dropped off at the 
second-floor coordinator desk.
Girls’ Choir meets on Wednesday 
at 5:00 p.m. and is open to all girls 
in grades 4-12.
Pickleball meets on Monday from 
6:45–9:00 p.m. in the Family Cen-
ter. Everyone is welcome. For more 
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Last Week’s Message
Feb. 18 Sunday School Hour.
Searching for the Ark of the Cov-
enant. Dr. Randall Price. RP 10.
Feb. 18 AM. The Stones Cry Out. 
Dr. Randall Price. RP 11.
Feb. 18 PM. Responsibilities of 
the Burden-Bearer. Gil Rugh. GR 
2112. Galatians 6:3-5.

information, call Vince Ganshorn 
at 402-440-9640.
The Great Awakenings of the 
Americas meets on Wednesday 
from 7:00–8:00 p.m. in room 1414. 
Donald Goertzen is the teacher. 
Everyone high school age and 
older is welcome. Cookies and cof-
fee top off the evening.
The Book of Acts details the tran-
sition from the four gospels to the 
epistles. From Peter in Jerusalem 
to Paul with the Gentiles, come 
hear how the gospel spread and 
the Christian church grew. Join us 
Wednesday night at 7:00 in room 
1417 for great conversation, cook-
ies, and coffee.
Titus Tuesday. Join us Tuesday, 
February 27 for a time of encour-
agement with like-minded women. 
Chris Thomas will be teaching 
“The Spiritual Focus of Prayer.” A 
discussion group will follow dur-
ing the second hour. We also offer 
a class on making a Nebraska door 
hanger during the second hour.
Hospitality Ministry needs one 
door greeter to welcome people 
at the southwest doors on Sunday 
mornings from 8:30–9:00 a.m. 
Each greeter is on rotation of one 
month per quarter and would serve 
four months out of the year. Please 
let Brian Willet (brian.willet@out-
look.com) know if you’re interested.
Cleaners Needed. If you’d like 
to vacuum a section of the church 
once every five weeks, contact 
Tami Coffin, 402-366-3490.

Event Kitchen. If you have an 
upcoming event that involves 
the new Event Kitchen, contact 
Rachel Gould at church, 402-483-
4541. She will reserve it for your 
group and give you an Event Sheet, 
which will help with the plan-
ning. Questions to Merrily Bailey 
402-730-7617.  
Hospitalizations. Please call the 
church, 402-483-4541, and notify 
Pastor Aaron Nicholson or Curt 
Kuster of hospitalizations and births.
Weddings & Funerals. Please call 
the church, 402-483-4541, and ask 
for Pastor Duane Nelsen or Pastor 
Aaron Nicholson for wedding and 
funeral arrangements.
Nursing Home Door-to-Door 
Evangelism. If you’d like to help, 
call Adam Flaugh, 402-310-2070.
If you know of someone who 
would benefit spiritually from a 
regular visit or if you’d like to get 
involved visiting the sick through 
the Visitation Ministry, please talk 
to Curt Kuster or Aaron Nichol-
son, 402-483-4541.
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This Week’s Events
Sunday 

Sunday Night Church 6:00 p.m. 
Boys of Faith 6:00 p.m.
Girls of Grace 6:00 p.m.
Sonshine Kids 6:30 p.m. 

 
Monday 

Sisters 7:00 p.m.
Pickleball 6:45–9:00 p.m.

Tuesday 
Titus Tuesday 9:00 a.m. 

Creative Sewers 11:30 a.m. 

Wednesday
Girls’ Choir 5:00 p.m.

Praise Team, Band 6:00 p.m.
Orchestra 6:00 p.m.

Awana 6:45 p.m.
Choir 7:00 p.m.

Junior High Study 7:00 p.m.
Issues . . . World 7:00 p.m.

Wednesday Night Study 7:00 p.m.

Thursday
Alpha Omega Study 7:00 p.m.

Saturday 
Pinewood Derby

Future Events
March 11 

Daylight Saving Time Begins

March 14 
Cookie Dough Pick Up

March 30 
Good Friday Service 

Communion

April 1 
Resurrection Sunday

April 7 
Dodgeball Tourney 
9:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m.

April 8 
Boys of Faith Dessert Social

April 10 
Intermission 6:15 p.m.

April 22 
Girls’ Choir Concert 2:00 p.m.

April 27–29 
Boys of Faith Spring Campout

May 6 
Communion

May  13 
Mother’s Day 

Boys of Faith Last Night Cookout

May  25–28 
Girls of Grace Camp

June 17 
Father’s Day

June 25–29 
Vacation Bible School

July 15 
Communion
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